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BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  3ist5  1954 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of 
the  Borough  of  Falmouth  in  1954. 

In  my  report  for  1953  ^ was  careful  to  point  out  that  too 
much  should  not  be  made  of  rates  based  on  small  figures  such 
as  we  have  to  deal  with  in  the  Falmouth  Vital  Statistics.  In 
1953  figures  were  much  better  than  those  for  the  United 
Kingdom  as  a whole,  in  1954  they  are  slightly  worse  than  the 
United  Kingdom  figures.  Taking  the  2 years  together  however 
the  Falmouth  figures  are  : — 


Birth  Rate  

15.4 

Death  Rate 

11.3 

Infant  Mortality 

22.8 

There  are  no  grounds  for  complacency  here.  Falmouth 
is  a health  resort  and  should  have  figures  far  better  than  the 
country  as  a whole. 

Where  it  seems  they  would  be  helpful  the  corresponding 
figures  for  1953  have  been  given  in  brackets. 

Mr.  Hey’s  report  is  the  last  he  will  write  for  the  Falmouth 
Borough  Council.  It  should  be  read  and  studied  for  it  is  typical 
of  the  man  himself,  diligent,  painstaking,  completely  the  master 
of  his  job.  He  has  indeed  good  reason  to  feel  “ quite  pleased 
and  not  a little  proud.” 

I should  like  in  conclusion  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
consideration  and  help  throughout  the  year  and  to  Mr.  Hey 
and  his  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

V.  E.  WHITMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


FALMOUTH 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  1954 


Area  in  acres  

Estimated  population  1954 
Estimated  population  1931 
Inhabited  houses  1954 
Inhabited  houses  1931 
Rateable  value  1954 

Product  of  penny  rate 
Houses  built  or  building  since  1945 
Families  on  waiting  list  for  houses 


1,893 

16,560  (16,490) 
12,910 
4,869 
2,916 

;Ci75,850 

II  10 
692  (538) 
616  (601) 


Inhabited  houses  left  from  1935  slum  clearance 


scheme  .... 

85 

(85) 

Rainfall  1954  

inches 

48.5 

(28.00) 

Rainfall,  average  of  past  80  years 

inches 

43-9 

Sunshine  1954 

Hours 

1582.5 

(1865) 

Sunshine,  average  of  past  80  years 

Hours 

1697.8 

Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births 

Males  1 12  (135)  Females  1 17  (i  17)  Total  229  (252) 


Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability 
Factor  

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population — 
Falmouth 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population — 
England  and  Wales 


1.08  (1.04) 

14-9  (15-9) 


Still  Births 


Males  9 (6)  Females  1(1)  Total 
Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  all  births — 
Falmouth 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  all  births — 
England  and  Wales 


15.2 

10 

41.8 


(15-5) 

(7) 

(27.0) 


24.0  (22.4) 
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Deaths 


Males  ii 6 (91)  Females  1 14  (i  12)  Total 

230 

(203) 

Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability 
Factor — Falmouth 

0.87 

(0.86) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population — 
Falmouth  Total 

12. 1 

(10.6) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population — 
England  and  Wales  

11.3 

(11.4) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i year 

Males  5 (2)  Females  2 (2) 

7 

(4) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
births,  Falmouth  .. 

30.6 

(15-9) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
births,  England  and  Wales 

25.5 

(26.8) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks 

Males  4 (2)  Females  2 (0) 

6 

(2) 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  since  1936 

Infant  Mortality 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Rate 

1936 

12.8 

14.4 

46.2 

1937 

15-3 

14.3 

52.0 

1938 

12.3 

13.6 

59-5 

1939 

137 

14.8 

58.5 

1940 

I3-I 

134 

49.8 

1941 

16.5 

12.6 

36.9 

1942 

16.2 

13.6 

417 

1943 

18.6 

14.6 

56.6 

1944 

20.4 

13.9 

53-3 

1945 

20.0 

14.1 

16.5 

1946 

20.4 

13-5 

33.6 

1947 

18.6 

12.7 

23.0 

1948 

15-6 

12.9 

26.4 

1949 

16.4 

14.6 

46.9 

1950 

14.8 

II. I 

33-3 

1951 

I5-I 

10.8 

33.2 

1952 

144 

9-5 

26.3 

1953 

15-9 

10.6 

15-9 

1954 

14-9 

12. 1 

30.6 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1953 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  2 

Tuberculosis,  other  2 

Syphilitic  diseases  . ..  — 

Diphtheria  — 

Whooping  cough  — 

Meningococcal  infections  — 

Acute  poliomyelitis  — 

Measles — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ....  — 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . 4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  i 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  18 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  . ..  . . ..  2 

Diabetes  — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  28 

Coronorary  disease,  angina  . 27 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  6 

Other  heart  disease  38 

Other  circulatory  disease  8 

Influenza  i 

Pneumonia  . . ....  . ..  6 

Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ....  2 

Ulcer  of  stomach — duodenum  i 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ..  . ..  8 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . ....  — 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ..  ...  — 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 17 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  — 

All  other  accidents  3 

Suicide  . ..  . . 2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . . . — 

All  cases  203 


1954 

2 

I 


I 


7 

7 

4 
3 

21 

2 

1 

35 

31 

10 

42 

6 

1 

2 
12 

5 

2 

5 

3 

2 

20 

I 

4 


230 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


M.  F.  Total 


01- 

5 

(2) 

2 

(2) 

7 

(4) 

I—  4 

0 

(0) 

0 

(I) 

0 

(I) 

5—14 

0 

(0) 

I 

(0) 

I 

(0) 

15—24 

3 

(I) 

2 

(0) 

5 

(I) 

25—44 

I 

(2) 

4 

(3) 

5 

(5) 

45—64 

26 

(15) 

23 

(24) 

49 

(39) 

65—74 

33 

(42) 

24 

(26) 

57 

(68) 

75  ^ 

47 

(29) 

59 

(56) 

106 

(85) 

70.9%  of  all  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

46.1%  of  all  deaths  were  of  persons  over  75  years  of  age. 

The  outstanding  features  of  these  statistics  are  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  rise  in  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate.  The  latter  is  more  apparent  than  real  because  it  is  balanced 
by  the  abnormally  low  figure  for  1953. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  203  to  230 
needs  further  examination.  Reference  to  the  table  of  deaths 
in  age  groups  shows  that  the  increases  occurred  almost  entirely 
in  males  over  the  age  of  45  years.  Most  of  these  occurred  over 
the  age  of  75  years  when,  according  to  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge,  man  has  to  die  of  something.  Whatever  the  label 
the  prime  cause  is  “ Old  Age.” 


I.  Clinics 


Infant  Welfare.  Attendances  2,560.  Sessions  102 
Average  per  session  25.9 
Mothercraft.  Attendances  26.  Sessions  12 


The  attendances  at  the  Mothercraft  clinics  aiming  at  the 
preparation  of  mothers-to-be  for  their  confinements  dwindled 
to  nothing  and  the  clinic  ceased  in  October.  Clinics  of  this 
sort  can  be  of  great  benefit  and  it  is  hoped  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  get  them  going  again  without  too  great  a hiatus. 


Dental 


Expectant  and 
Nursing  Pre  School 

Mothers  Children 


Inspected  

Requiring  treatment 

Treated 

Attendances  

Made  dentally  fit  ..  . 


34  (34)  61  (74) 

34  (25)  61  (74) 

34  (25)  61  (74) 

117  (82)  131  (151) 

18  (12)  36  (29) 


School 

Children 


1,653  (2,071) 

1,180  (1,651) 

744  (985) 

1,850  (2,067) 

733  (960) 


Mr.  Patterson  was  seriously  ill  during  a large  part  of  the 
year  and  as  no  relief  could  be  provided  less  work  was  done  at 
the  dental  clinic. 
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Ambulance  Service 

1953 

1954 

Ambulances  

2 

2 

Utilecons 

2 

2 

Patients  carried — Ambulances 

2,498 

2,393 

Patients  carried — Utilecons 

6,518 

7,617 

Patients  carried  Hospital  Car  Service  . 

1,009 

1,261 

Miles  travelled — Ambulances 

21,781 

21,684 

Miles  travelled — Utilecons 

38,568 

40,083 

Miles  travelled — Hospital  Car  Service 

8,866 

9,517 

3.  Home  Help  Serviee 

Help  was  given  in  their  own  homes  to  lo  (5)  maternity 
and  64  (57)  other  cases. 

Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  this  invaluable  service 
which  differs  from  the  majority  of  the  benefits  of  the  Welfare 
State  in  that  it  saves  the  nation  money.  By  means  of  help  given 
in  their  homes  mothers  who  would  have  had  their  babies  in 
hospital  are  enabled  to  have  them  at  home.  Help  given  in  the 
homes  of  sick  or  infirm  persons  enables  them  to  remain  at 
home  and  thus  reduces  the  cost  of  and  the  congestion  in  the 
hospitals  and  other  institutions  to  which  they  would  have  had 
to  go,  temporarily  or  permanently,  in  the  absence  of  such  help. 

4.  After-Care  Grants 

A grant  of  free  extra  nourishment  was  made  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Chest  Physician  to  i sufferer  from  tuberculosis, 

5.  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Truro  examined  and 
reported  on  69  samples  of  ice  cream  during  the  year. 

6..  Home  Nursing  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting 


1953 

1954 

General  cases  nursed 

484 

250 

General  nursing  visits  .... 

3,887 

6,737 

Midwifery  cases 

149 

164 

Midwifery  visits  . . 

4,407 

3,401 

Ante  natal  visits 

886 

1,434 

Health  visits  to  children  under  5 years 

9,808 

7,120 

Visits  to  elderly  people 

1,125 

3,438 

Miss  Margaret  Gray,  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer, 
reports  : — 

“ It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  there  were  no  staff  changes 
during  the  year.  The  Borough  Council  very  kindly  allocated 
a house  to  2 of  the  nurses  and  this  was  a great  help. 

The  incidence  of  verminous  heads  among  school  children 
has  been  low  throughout  the  year.  This  was  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  policy  of  persuading  whole  households  to  accept  cleansing. 

Visits  to  old  people  in  their  homes  have  taken  up  a great 
deal  of  the  staff’s  time  but  have  proved  well  worth  while.  The 
infirmities  of  the  aged  are  often  accentuated  by  the  poor  dwellings 
in  which  they  are  forced  to  live  by  lack  of  means.  Better  facilities 
for  washing,  heating  and  lighting,  would  enable  more  of  them 
to  live  without  fear  of  removal  to  institutions.” 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Age 

Group 


— I 
I — 2 

3—  4 
5—  9 
10 — 14 
15—24 
25 


Paralytic 

Scarlet  Whooping  Polio- 

Fever  Coughs  myelitis  Measles 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

I — 2 — - - I 2 — 

I — 22  — — — — 


2 — 42  — I 2 — 


2612 


Totals 


12 


Mening- 

Age  Acute  ococcal  Puerperal  Rheumatic 


Group 

Pneumonia 

Infection 

Pyrexia 

Fever 

— 5 

1 

1 

M.  F. 

2 I 

F. 

F. 

5—14 

I — 

— — 

— 

I 

15—44 

I 2 

— — 

2 

— 

45—64 

— — 

— — 

— 

— 

65  + 

— — 

— — 

— 

— 

2 2 

2 I 

2 

I 

Totals 

4 

3 

2 

I 

There  is  nothing  in  these  tables  that  calls  for  comment 
except  the  one  case  of  poliomyelitis.  The  patient  was  a female 
child  who  developed  a febrile  condition  about  2 weeks  after 
attending  a Christmas  party  many  miles  from  Famouth.  The 
diagnosis  was  doubtful  for  quite  a while  owing  to  the  mild 
nature  of  the  symptoms  and  the  child  made  a complete  recovery. 
There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  she  was  infected  at  the  party 
as  another  child  who  was  there  developed  similar  symptoms. 

Diphtheria 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  1954.  During  the 
year  201  children  under  5 and  60  older  children  were  immunised, 
343  received  booster  doses. 

On  the  31st  December,  1954,  there  were  865  children 
between  the  ages  of  i year  and  5 years  in  Falmouth  and  of  these 
537  or  62.1",,  had  been  immunised.  This  figure  is  far  too  low. 
Unfortunately  too  many  mothers  require  the  stimulus  of  im- 
mediate danger  before  they  will  take  the  trouble  to  get  their 
children  protected.  It  was  fully  expected  that  the  offer  of  free 
protection  against  whooping  cough  in  addition  to  diphtheria 
would  attract  mothers  but  in  fact  it  has  made  little  difference 
to  the  figure. 

Smallpox 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  during  1954. 

Under  i 1+  2-4  5-14  15  + Total 

Number  vaccinated  27  44  9 4 23  107 

Number  re-vaccinated  — i 2 3 29  35 
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Tuberculosis 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Group 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

— 5 .... 

M 

1 

M.  F. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5—14 

15—24 

— I 

2 I 

■ - . 

25—44 

3 2 

— — 

— — — — 

45—64 

2 — 

— — 

I — — — 

65: 

I — 

— 

_ I _ _ 

9 4 

— — 

II  _ _ 

Totals  .... 

13 

— 

2 — 

On  the  31st  December,  1954,  there  were  155  (147)  cases  of 
tuberculosis  on  the  register  of  which  136  (127)  were  pulmonary. 

The  Mass  Radiography  unit  did  not  visit  Falmouth  during 
the  year. 

At  the  end  of  1954  603  children  had  been  vaccinated  with 
B.C.G.  Of  this  number  146  were  contacts  of  known  cases  of 
tuberculosis  and  457  were  dealt  with  under  the  scheme  for 
school  leavers. 
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BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  BOROUGH  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31st,  1954 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Falmouth 


4th  May,  1955. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  to  you  my  28th  and  final  Annual  Report  on 
the  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough,  I have  been  guided 
by  Circular  28/54  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  this 
purpose. 

During  the  past  28  years  my  main  objective  has  been  to 
make  Falmouth  a cleaner  and  healthier  town  and  the  following 
comparison  between  1927  and  1954  may  be  of  interest. 

In  1927,  Refuse  Collection  was  carried  out  by  four  horses 
and  carts  with  drivers  only. 

At  present  we  have  two  10  cub.  yd.  and  one  7 cub.  yd. 
vehicles  with  a driver  and  three  fillers  on  each. 

Refuse  Disposal  was  by  Destructor  owned  by  the  Electric 
Supply  Corporation  and  situated  in  a residential  area.  To-day 
disposal  is  by  Controlled  Tipping  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Town. 

Twenty-eight  years  ago  there  were  over  70  Retail  Pur- 
veyors of  Milk  and  after  several  meetings  with  the  Retailers 
and  Producers,  a system  of  sampling  was  introduced  and  in 
1931  thirty-two  samples  of  milk  were  taken  which  resulted 
in  an  average  Bacteria  Count  per  sample  of  26,534,769  bacteria 
per  C.C.  A special  report  was  prepared  and  a circular  letter 
was  sent  to  each  of  the  Producers  and  there  has  been  a steady 


improvement  ever  since.  In  1953  the  number  of  retailers  had 
dropped  to  21  and  of  forty  samples  of  milk  taken  for  the  Methy- 
lene Blue  Test  all  were  satisfactory. 

From  1934  to  1938  the  principal  activity  was  directed  to 
Slum  Clearance  and  in  the  years  1934,  1935}  1936  and  1938, 
the  Ministry  of  Health  held  four  Public  Inquiries,  which  resulted 
in  the  confirmation  of  orders  concerning  : — 

32  Clearance  Areas  comprising 

244  Dwellings,  occupied  by 

305  Families  with  a total  of 

1,107  Persons. 

One  Owner  unsuccessfully  appealed  to  High  Court.  Slum 
Clearance  was  interrupted  by  the  outbreak  of  War  and  the 
fifth  and  final  year’s  programme  had  to  be  abandoned. 

Our  attention  was  now  directed  to  Billeting  of  E/acuees, 
Homeless  Persons  and  War  Workers  and  during  the  years  1939 
to  1945,  we  billeted  : — 

559  Mothers;  915  Accompanied  Children;  154 

Unaccompanied  Children;  374  Other  Persons;  1,117 

War  Workers,  a total  of  3,119. 

In  addition  to  Billeting,  the  Council  was  directed  to  under- 
take the  Salvage  of  all  Waste  Materials  and,  after  the  Direction 
of  the  Ministry  of  Supply  was  cancelled  in  1949,  the  Council 
continued  to  collect  Waste  Paper  and  up  to  the  end  of  1954, 
the  amount  of  Salvaged  Materials  collected  was  2,951  tons, 
value  £13,017. 

In  1941,  the  Council  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of 
Supply  agreed  to  my  appointment  as  Honorary  District  Adviser 
for  the  County  of  Cornwall  for  that  Ministry  and  the  County 
salvaged  over  54,000  tons  of  Waste  Materials  of  a value  of  over 
£110,000. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Infantile  Death  Rate  acts  as  a 
good  guide  to  a healthy  town  and  the  following  figures  are  of 
interest  and  a source  of  satisfaction  : — 

In  1926,  the  Infantile  Death  Rate  was  100  per  thousand 
live  births  and  in  1953 — 15.9  per  thousand. 

When  I look  back  I feel  quite  pleased  and  not  a little  proud 
of  the  work  that  has  been  done  in  the  Health  Department  since 
1927. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  H.  McKerchar,  Water  Engineer, 
for  the  following  report : — 

The  Falmouth  Water  Undertaking  is  Municipally  owned. 

The  source  of  supply  is  from  Gathering  Grounds  of  gravel 
and  peat  sub-soil,  into  impounding  and  settling  reservoirs. 
The  water  is  subjected  to  (sand)  pressure  filtration.  The  filtered 
water  is  chlorinated  to  maintain  the  required  standard  of 
bacterial  purity  and  is  treated  with  lime  to  correct  its  corrosive 
tendency. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  analyses  are  taken  monthly 
of  all  water  in  supply,  and  the  raw  water  quarterly. 

During  1954  the  average  daily  consumption  within  the 
statutory  area  of  supply  was  1,178,032  gallons. 

The  number  of  Trade  and  Domestic  Supplies  equals 
5,362. 

The  water  supply  in  the  statutory  area  has  been  entirely 
satisfactory  (a)  in  quality  and  (b)  in  quantity. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  construction  of  a 
new  one  million  gallon  capacity  filtered  water  reservoir  at  the 
Headworks  has  been  commenced  together  with  the  laying  of 
the  new  gravity  main  to  the  Docks. 

Nine  water  samples  were  taken  by  the  Health  Department 
from  premises  served  by  the  public  mains,  all  of  which  were 
satisfactory. 

Sewerage 

Sewage  disposal  is  principally  by  sea  outfalls,  one  at  Middle 
Point  and  one  discharging  from  a Septic  Tank  at  Gyllyngvase. 

There  is  a small  Plant,  consisting  of  Settling  Tanks,  etc., 
with  two  percolating  Filters  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  the 
Swanvale,  Penmere  and  Trescobcas  Areas. 

The  construction  of  the  new  main  sewer  in  the  Swanvale 
Valley  and  the  outfall  at  Pennance  Point  is  making  good  progress 
and  should  be  completed  in  1955. 


17 


Drainage 

During  the  year  130  new  drains  were  tested,  first  by  means 
of  Water  Test,  then  by  Smoke  Test,  and  all  finally  approved. 

In  addition,  1,034  yards  of  new  6 inch  sewer,  ii  yards  of 
9 inch  sewer  and  25  yards  of  6 inch  surface  water  drains  at 
Dracaena  Avenue  Housing  Estate,  Grove  Hill  Estate  and  Mar- 
garet Place  were  tested  and  approved. 

Closet  Accommodation 

With  the  exception  of  a very  small  number  of  Pail  Closets 
and  Privy  Middens  in  outside  areas,  all  are  on  the  Water  carriage 
and  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 

We  have,  however,  171  premises  connected  to  134  Cesspits, 
where  no  sewers  are  available,  in  addition  there  are  three  cesspits 
serving  three  caravan  sites,  all  being  emptied  by  an  approved 
type  of  Cesspool  Emptier. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Dw'clling  Houses 

Inspected  for  housing  defects  

Inspected  after  occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease 

Rooms  disinfected  . ..  

Inspections  of  Water  Closets  

Inspections  of  Common  Passages  .... 
Inspections  of  new  houses  .... 


Inspections 


244 

16 

301 

57 

26 

140 


Drainage 

Sewerage  Inspections 
Visits  to  Works  in  Progress 
Water  Tests  applied  to  drains 
Smoke  Tests  applied  to  drains 
New  drains  approved  after  test 
New  drains  disapproved 
Old  drains  inspected 
New  Interceptors  fixed 
New  gullies  fixed 


36 

415 

87 

137 

130 


59 

499 


I 

10 


Dairies 

Dairies  inspected 

Milk  Purveyor’s  Vehicles  . . . 

Samples  obtained  for  Methylene  Blue  Test 


53 

30 

25 
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Food  Premises 

Bakehouses  inspected  38 

Meat  Shops,  Stalls,  etc too 

Meat  Allocation  Depot  3 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  85 

Other  Food  Premises  129 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls  13 

Public  Conveniences  67 

Drinking  Fountains  15 

Tips 151 

Re  Rat  Destructions  i>969 

Visits  to  Salvage  Depot  23 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  . 22 

Visits  to  Swanvale  Sewerage  Farm  13 

Visits  to  Licensed  Houses  9 

Visits  to  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  8 

Visits  to  Caravan  Sites  . 36 

Visits  to  Farms  19 

Visits  to  Piggeries  . . 10 

Visits  to  Pet  Shops 2 

Visits  to  Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  5 

Visits  to  Aged  and  Infirm  Persons  2 

Inspection  of  Premises  re  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  81 

Inspection  of  Swanpool  16 

Inspections  re  Shops  Act  91 

District  Inspections  . 9 

Inspections  with  Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 2 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  . 57 

Interviews  with  Chairman  . . . 16 

Interviews  with  Applicants  for  Council  Houses  16 

Interviews  and  Inspections  re  Overcrowding  3 

Interviews  re  Collection  of  Refuse  9 

Interviews  with  Farmers  and  Milk  Purveyors  . 27 

Interviews  with  Owners  of  Hotels  i 

Interviews  with  Builders  32 

Interviews  with  Architects  5 

Interviews  rc  Shops  Acts  22 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 
Dwelling  Houses 

Roofs  repaired  . 14 

Eaves,  Gutters  and  Fall  Pipes  repaired  . ..  10 

Walls  repaired  . . . ..  . . . ..  . ..  8 

Windows  repaired  . . . . 3 

Defective  Wash  Basins  repaired  or  renewed  ....  — 

Verminous  Rooms  disinfected  . 217 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  . ...  ...  ...  i 

Doors  repaired  . . . ....  . ..  . ..  2 

Defective  Ceilings  repaired  . 6 

Defective  Flues  and  Fireplaces  repaired  . 2 

Defective  Cooking  Stoves  repaired  ..  . . i 

Water  Closets,  etc. 

Defective  Water  Closets  repaired  ...  ..  . ..  ii 

Defective  Hopper  Pans  replaced  by  Wash-downs  3 

Additional  Water  Closets  provided  6 

Cesspools  emptied  719 

Privy  Middens  abolished  ....  ....  ....  ...  i 

New  Cesspools  built  3 

Soakaway  Pits  abolished  ...  ....  ....  . ..  4 

Approach  to  W.C.s  made  to  comply  with  Byelaws  i 

Drainage 

Houses  completely  re-drained  ....  ...  . . — 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ....  10 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  disconnected  ...  2 

Choked  Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  relaid  ...  54 

Choked  Gullies  cleansed  ...  ....  . . ....  9 

Choked  Interceptors  cleansed  ..  . . ..  22 

Sewers  cleansed  or  repaired  . . ..  ..  9 

Existing  Drains  connected  to  Main  Sewer  ..  — 

Manhole  covers  repaired  ....  i 

Siphon  Traps  removed  ..  . i 


Water  Supply 

Water  Services  repaired  ...  ...  ....  ....  2 

Houses  or  W.C.s  provided  with  adequate  water 

supply  2 

Flush  Cisterns  repaired  . 5 

Water  Fountains  repaired  ...  ..  ii 

Miscellaneous 

Offensive  Accumulations  removed  . 6 

Statutory  Notices  issued  — 

Preliminary  Notices  given  164 

Local  Land  Charges  Supplementary  Enquiries  ..  250 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  . ..  639 

Total  Inspections  made  43729 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Xtunber  of 

PrciH  iscs 

Xtfitibcr 

OH 

Resfistcr 

Inspections 

Written 
Sot  ices 

Occu- 

pivrn 

prosc- 

cuied 

(/)  Factorie.s  in  whidi 
Sections  1,  2,  a, 

4 and  (i  arc  to  Ijc 
enforced  Ijy  Local 
.\ntlioritv 

27 

■18 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (/)  in 
wlucli  Scclion  7 is 
enforced  Ly  ilic 

Local  .\ntliority 

.■>2 

101 

(///)  Ollier  Frciniscs  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  hy  the 
Local  .\ulliorily 

a 

(> 

I'O'l  AL 

80 

1 

1 

- 

21 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


XuDiber  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
tvere 

instituted 

Found 

lieniedied 

Itefa 
To  II.M. 
Inspector 

red 

By  II.M. 

Inspector 

^^'ant  ot  cleivnliness 
(S.t) 

2 

2 

2 

()verc‘ro\vdin<>  (S.2) 

— ■ 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3) 







— 

Inadecjuate  ventilation 
(S.4) 





— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  ol 
doors  (S.(i) 







— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)‘ 

{(i)  insudicient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  de- 
fective 

— 

. 





(c)  not  separate  Tor 
sexes 

_ 

- 



t)ther  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

5 

a 

3 

1 

TOTAL 

7 

7 

— 

t 

a 

1 

— 

Eradication  of  Vermin 

Two  houses  were  treated  for  Bed  Bug  Infestation,  25 
houses  for  fleas  and  16  for  beetles.  Twenty-three  Wasps’  nests 
were  destroyed. 

Rodent  Control 

In  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  201  cases  were  dealt  with. 

The  baits  used  for  prebaiting  were  2 cwts.  of  Sausage  Rusk 
and  140  lbs.  Oatmeal  and  for  poisoning.  Arsenic,  Zinc  Phosphide, 
Antu  and  Warfarin  were  the  chief  agents. 

Based  on  the  actual  “ takes  of  Poison,”  it  is  estimated  that 
1,409  rats  and  1,241  mice  were  killed.  318  dead  rodents  were 
picked  up. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  included  the  treatment 
of  the  Council’s  sewers,  which  resulted  in  an  estimated  kill  of 
59  included  in  the  above  total. 

Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Ministry  of 


Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Infestation  Control  Division  and  the 
Cornwall  Agricultural  Committee,  Pest  Department. 

One  full-time  Rodent  Operator  was  employed  and  methods 
of  treatment  were  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  recommendations  and  included 
poisoning  and  trapping. 

No  charges  were  made  for  treatment  carried  out  at  dwelling 
houses. 

The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  : — 

I'rctu  i.ses 


pldiuts 

/ nspec- 
lions 

treated 

k'l 

poison 

Pre- 
in ises 
trapped 

Pre- 
in  ises 
gassed 

Man- 

holes 

baited 

Pre- 

baits 

laid 

Poison 

bails 

laid 

186 

1,969 

160 

— 

3 

88 

3,980 

1,074 

Housing 

During  the  year  the  Local  Authority  built  137  houses 
which  brings  the  total  of  Council  Houses  to  1,150.  17  were 

built  privately. 

As  in  previous  years  housing  work  has  been  restricted  to 
the  maintenance  of  houses  in  as  reasonable  a condition  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  Council  have  considered  the  question  of  Slum  Clearance 
and  decided  to  commence  with  the  1938  or  fifth  pre-war  year’s 
programme,  which  consist  of  small  groups  of  houses,  the  details 
are  as  follows  : — 

16  Clearance  Areas  and 
12  Individual  houses  comprising 
no  Dwellings,  occupied  by 
133  Families  with  a total  of 
427  Persons.  Included  in  the  above  arc  : — 

I Public  House  ; 

5 Workshops  and 
5 Shops. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

There  arc  fourteen  farms  in  the  Borough. 

Distribution  of  milk  was  carried  out  by  20  pur\cyors, 
there  being  one  distributor  of  Pasteurised  Milk,  one  of  T.T. 
Pasteurised  Milk  and  14  of  T.T.  Milk. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the  xMethylcnc 
Blue  Test,  the  results  being  very  satisfactory. 

Two  Supplementary  and  ten  Dealers’  Licences  to  use  the 
Special  Designation,  “ Tuberculin  Tested,”  were  granted 
during  the  year. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 


267  visits  were  made  to  Meat  and  other  Food  Shops  and 
Bakehouses  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  food,  and  the 
following  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  was  condemned  : — 


Beef  47  lbs. 

Chicken  ...  12  lbs. 

Turkey  ....  ....  ....  19  lbs. 

Sausages  . . ..  ....  91  lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables  . . ..  . 259  lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  ...  ....  . ..  ..  658  lbs. 

Canned  Meat  ....  ....  ....  . 609  lbs. 

Canned  Milk  . ...  . . 96  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods  ....  . 66  lbs. 

Dried  Fruit  ....  ....  ....  ....  678  lbs. 

Fish  140  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foods  ....  ....  ...  239  lbs. 


2,914  lbs. 


Unsound  foods  are  disposed  of  by  burying  at  the  Council’s 

Tip. 

The  number  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the  area  arc 


as  follows  : — 

Butchers  17 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ....  ..  28 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  . . ..  26 

Dairies  ....  ....  ...  ..  ....  2 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ....  . ...  16 

Fish  Dealers  ....  ....  ....  . ..  ....  4 

Grocers  . ...  ....  ....  38 

Meat  Depot  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  i 

The  number  and  types  of  food  premises  registered  under 
Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are  as  follows  : — 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . ....  . ..  ....  64 

Preparation  of  Sausages  and  Preserved  Food  ...  12 

Preparation  of  Fried  Potato  Crisps  ....  ....  i 

Fish  Fryers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 


Adulteration,  Etc. 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  working  of 
these  Acts  and  Regulations  and  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  E. 
Rundle,  Senior  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures  Department, 
for  the  following  report : — 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 


Article 

No. 

Genu- 

ine 

Adulter- 

ated 

Result  of 
Proceedings 

Almond  Marzipan  .... 

I 

1 

— 

— 

Apricot  Jam  

I 

I 

— 

— 

Beef  Sausages  

I 

I 

— 

— 

Beef  and  Pork  Sausages 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Beef  Suet  

I 

I 

— 

— 

Brandy  Snaps  

I 

I 

— 

— 

Brawn  

I 

I 

— 

— 

Butter  

5 

5 

— 

— 

Butter  Crunch  

Corned  Beef  (with 

I 

I 

— 

Cereal) 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Cornish  Ginger  Bread 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Gluco  Lem  

I 

I 

— 

— 

Honey  

I 

I 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 

2 

I 

I 

Cautioned  by 
Divisional 
Sampling 
Officer 

Iced  Squares 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Lard 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Lemon  Cheese 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Malt  Vinegar 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Milk  

41 

41 

— 

— 

Minced  Meat  

I 

I 

— 

— 

Mincemeat 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Olive  Oil 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Orange  Squash 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Pork  Brawn 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Pork  Sausages  

Processed  Cheese 

5 

5 

Spread  

I 

I 

— 

— 

Pure  Honey 

I 

I 

— 

' 

Sausages 

I 

I 

Steak  Fritters 

I 

I 

Strawberry  Jam 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Tea 

I 

I 

Totals 

82 

81 

I 

— 

Ice  Cream 


Section  14  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment,  etc.).  Regulations  1947  to  1952  are  enforced 
in  the  Borough. 

Sixty-four  premises  are  registered,  four  of  which  are  for 
Manufacture  and  Sale,  fifty-eight  for  sale  and  two  Wholesale 
Storage  Depots.  With  a view  to  securing  uniformity  in  the 
interpretation  of  the  legislation  affecting  the  Ice  Cream  Trade, 
we  are  administering  the  provisional  standard  of  grading  based 
on  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test. 

During  the  year,  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  obtained 
and  submitted  for  examination  the  following  table  shows  the 


results  of  samples  submitted  : — 
No.  taken 

69 

No.  certified  as  Provisional  Grade 

I 

62 

or 

90% 

No.  ,,  ,,  ,,  „ 

2 

4 

or 

6% 

No.  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

3 

3 

or 

4% 

No.  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Public  Conveniences 

4 

67  visits  have  been  made  to  the  various  conveniences  and 
the  revenue  received  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1955, 
was  ;(;i,o87  3s. 

The  Custom  House  Ladies  Convenience  has  been  enlarged 
and  the  Council  have  under  consideration  the  improvement 
of  the  Market  Strand  Conveniences. 

List  of  Public  Conveniences  in  the  Borough 


Accommodation 


Site 

Females 

Males 

Greenbank  Gardens 

I W.C. 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Market  Strand 

2 W.Cs. 

I W.C. 

5 Urinal  Stalls 

Webber  Street 

5 W.C’s. 

Nil 

Nil 

Moor  

Nil 

3 W.Cs. 

14  Urinal  Stalls 

Custom  House  Quay 

4 W.Cs. 

2 W.Cs. 

5 Urinal  Stalls 

Castle  Hill  

Nil 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Castle  Drive 

2 W.Cs. 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Cliff  Road  

2 W.Cs. 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Gyllyngvase  Beach 

10  W.Cs. 

4 W.Cs. 

10  Urinal  Stalls 

Cemetery  

I W.C. 

I W.C. 

3 Urinal  Stalls 

Recreation  Ground 

4 W.Cs. 

2 W.Cs. 

6 Urinal  Stalls 

Kimberley  Park 

I W.C. 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Gyllyngdune  Gar- 

dens   

2 W.Cs, 

I W.C. 

3 Urinal  Stalls 

All  these  conveniences  arc  cleansed  daily,  four  have  a 
Caretaker  for  9 hours  every  week-day  ; two  are  open  in  the 
season  only. 

Shops  and  Offices 

The  inspection  of  Shops  and  Offices  as  regards  their  sanitary 
accommodation  was  continued  during  the  year,  and  of  the  63 
inspections  made,  18  were  in  connection  with  closing  hours. 

Four  complaints  were  received  and  a number  of  contra- 
ventions dealt  with. 

Young  Persons  Act 

Twenty-one  inspections  were  made  and  I am  pleased  to 
say  that  no  employer  was  found  to  be  working  the  Young  Persons 
longer  than  was  permitted  under  the  Act. 

Camping  Sites 

There  are  four  licensed  Camping  Sites. 

The  three  principal  camps  have  been  provided  with  sanitary 
conveniences  and  washing  facilities  and  all  four  are  provided 
with  the  Town’s  supply  of  water  and  dustbins.  In  addition, 
six  licenses  were  granted  to  persons  to  station  and  use  caravans. 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls 

These  places  of  Public  Amusement  were  inspected  during 
the  year  and  gave  no  cause  for  complaint.  The  necessary  reports 
were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the  purposes  of  renewal 
of  licences. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Two  applicatiins  were  received  for  Licences  to  keep  a 
Pet  Shop,  both  being  granted. 


Public  Cleansing 

(ist  April,  1954 — 31st  March,  1955) 

During  the  year  a twice-weekly  collection  of  House  Refuse 
was  maintained  and  Shops  in  the  Main  Streets  collected  daily. 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Council’s  tip  at  Trcscobeas, 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  Salvage  materials 
sold  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  previous  years  : — 


1954 

1953 

1940  to  1954 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Waste  Paper 

60 

38 

1,742 

Ferrous  Metals  

— 

— 

113 

Non-Ferrous  Metals  .... 

— 

— 

3 

Flattened  Tins  

— 

— 

247 

Textiles 

— 

— 

35 

Bones  

— 

— ■ 

36I 

Food  Waste  

— 

— 

740 

Bottles  

— 

— 

7\ 

Jam  Jars  

— 

— 

II 

Rubber  

— 

— 

14 

String  

— 

Total  Tonnage 

6i| 

38 

2,950f 

Total  

£370 

£207 

//i3>oi7 

The  staff  consists  of  17  males  whole-time  and  the  number 
and  make  of  vehicle  employed  as  follows  : — 

One  10  cubic  yard  Commer  Refuse  Lorry  (commenced 
1 1/3/49)- 

One  10  cubic  yard  Karrier  Refuse  Lorry  (commenced 

19/7/49)- 

One  7 cubic  yard  Seddon  3-ton  Diesel  Refuse  Lorry  (com- 
menced I / 10/51). 

One  750  gallon  Bedford  Cesspool  Emptier  (commenced 

1/1/49)- 

One  I cubic  yard  Aveling-Barford  Dumper  (commenced 
10/ I 1/53). 

One  Bristol  “ 22  ” Angledozer  (commenced  17/2/54). 


The  number  of  loads  of  Refuse  disposed  of  is  as  follows: 

— 

Karrier  . 

1,217 

Commer 

1,113 

Seddon  

1,185 

Morris 

93 

Hired  Lorry 

27 

The  total  cost  of  collection  is  : — 

£ s.  d. 

£ s. 

d. 

8,065  0 

0 

Receipts 

Sale  of  Salvage  Materials  . 369  13  4 

Leaving  a net  cost  of  Collec- 

tion of  

7^695  6 

8 

Cost  of  Disposal 

1,770  19 

9 

Emptying  of  Cesspits 

There  arp  134  Cesspits  in  the  Borough,  which 

are  emptied 

without  charge. 

£ s. 

d. 

The  total  cost  of  these  Services  amount  to 

1,551  6 

3 

Receipts  of  Hire  of  Cesspool  Emptier 

20  16 

10 

Leaving  a net  cost  of 

L530  9 

5 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  support  received  during  the  year  from  the  Health  and 
other  Committees,  my  best  thanks  to  the  staff  for  their  loyalty, 
zeal  and  devotion,  and  for  the  able  and  energetic  manner  in 
which  they  have,  at  all  times,  discharged  their  many  and  onerous 
duties,  often  under  very  trying  conditiins. 

As  this  is  my  last  Annual  Report,  I would  like  to  take 
the  opportunity  of  paying  tribute  to  my  Deputy,  Mr.  G.  Barnard, 
who  has  been  with  me  since  my  appointment  in  1927,  and  would 
particularly  like  to  thank  him  for  his  services  during  the  War 
years  when  he  and  I were  alone  in  the  Department  with  the 
added  responsibilities  of  Billeting,  Salvage  and  Decontamination 
of  Foodstuffs.  Without  his  loyal  co-operation  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  to  have  accomplished  so  much. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  HEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Ills  Faknoutb  Packet,  Falmouth 


